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Titles Commonly Used 
Osensei 
Revered teacher, Greatest Teachers, Highly regarded or 
respected teacher 
Soke 
Head of family or lineage 
Kancho 
Head of dojo 
Shihan 
Chief instructor, teacher of teachers. 
Shihandai 
Assistant shihan 
Sensei 
Teacher 
Yudansha 
Black belt grades 
Senpai 
Senior Student & / or Teachers Assistant [meaning 
Senior to yourself]. 
 

 
 
 
Okinawa Teaching Licences 
 
Hanshi 
Senior leader to Model Instructors, to be modeled after. 
Exemplary Illustrious.  

 

 
Kyoshi 
Master, Teaching instructor [teacher of teachers]. 
Eminent Instructor; Master Instructor. 

 

 
Renshi 
Senior Expert, Professional, Training instructor. 
Highly trained; High Attainment 
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Commands & phrases 
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